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Innovative Solutions for Creating Efficient, Healthy, Eco-Friendly Homes
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Evergreen, Colo.

When most people think of
log homes, they think of tiny,
drafty cabins tucked away in
the woods or sitting alongside
rivers, Bur Randy Nelson isnt

Mmost p:.'np]i.'.

MNelson, president of Image
Homes and partner of sister
company Arrium Log
Homes, both based in Ever-

green. ( :olo., has a different

vision: He sees luxury log
homes that are models of
energy cfficiency.

MNelson, whose Image
Homes has earned awards
from the Narional Associarion
of Home Builders for its ener-
gy-cfficient building methods,
now distributes |n:_1_-|u|n1|.'
components supplied by
Honka, based in Helsinki,
Finland. Honka is the world's
largest log home manufacturer,
using polar pine trees harvest-
ed from sustainably managed
forests near the Arctic Circle,
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The demand for log homes
T 1'H1i1lilli:|]1_5. Melson says. More
than 25,000 are built every
year in the Unired Stares,
according to the Log Homes
Council. “Around rhe narion,
peaple are building log homes
because it's been their dream
to live in one ever since they

ere lirtle kids,™ Nelson says.

“MNow we can build them a
highly sophisticated log home
— :.-1-'|.'r_'rT|1in:_t trom an 80()-
square-foot cabin to a 1 2,(00)-
square-foot luxury home.”

Commirted o green build-
ing. Nelson admits he never
believed it PUMJM:: o build
energy-efficient log homes.
Honka, though, proved him
'n"u'HH'l,:_"\.

he company locates its
manufacturing plants in the
heart of Finland's forests,
reducing the cost and pollu-
rion associated with driving
materials long distances from
torest to factory. During the
I'[1.1I11:It..’|i.'|l|]'.lr1l:_': process, the
company uses lean-construc-
tion techniques, creating com-
PONEnts in mass quantines o
build homes more efficiently
and inexpensively, while wast-

ing as little wood as possible.

R

Because of Finland's short
growing season, the pine logs
Honka harvests have closer
annual rings, so they're
stronger than other types of
pine and resistant to splitting,
| !1.-’.‘?.' are precision-engineered
in Honka's factory, ensuring a
tight fit not only between the
logs but also berween win-
dows and doors,

he result is an extremely
energy-efticient home, Nelson
sy,

COhver time, the walls of a
log home setde, inrming
tighter bonds, so they keep
hot and cool air inside more
ctficiently as the years pass. In
addition, he notes, log homes
absorb the heat of the sun
during the day and radiate
that hear ar night.

Nelson is so certain thar
Atrium’s log homes are highly
g'f.f‘ii;-lu'rﬂ. |'|I.' i\. ﬂ,'l!tl;_'l'lr'll_: a4 new
home the company is now
building in Empire, Colo.,
into the stare’s greenbuilding
program. (Onee the house is
completed, state officials will
test its energy efliciency, Nel-
son is berting the house will
score well. www.atrium
loghomes.com; 720-352-7022.



